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Rise in Mortality Last Year 


N 1957, mortality among the In- 
dustrial policyholders of the Met- 
ropolitan Life Insurance Company 
rose to the highest level in a decade. 
The death 
bined increased about 6 percent 

1,000 from 6.2 in 1956, 
largely the 


rate for all ages com- 
to 6.6 per 
reflecting widespread 
prevalence of Asian influenza and 
other upper respiratory infections 
last autumn. [n the fourth quarter 
of the year the total mortality rate 
was 16 percent above the corre- 
1956. 
the death rate for the 
than that for 
prior to 1947 and little more than 
half that recorded in 1911. In fact, 


when allowance is made for the in- 


sponding rate for However, 
year 1957 


was lower any year 


crease age of these 
191i, the 


provement is nearly two thirds. 


in the average 
insured lives since im- 

If the death rates by age, sex, anil 
color prevailing in 1911 had con- 
tinued there would 
299,000 deaths 


among the Company’s Industrial 


unchanged, 
have been about 
policyholders, instead of the 115,- 
This means 
that approximately 184,000 deaths 


were postponed in 1957 because of 


000 actually reported. 
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the reduction in since 


1911. 


mortality 


Mortality by Sex and Age 


For each sex the mortality rate 


at ages 1-74 years combined was 
higher in 1957 than in the year be- 
fore; the details for white policy- 
holders are given in Table 1 on the 
next page. Among white males the 
increase was 4 percent, each age 
period beyond the preschool ages 
Among white fe- 


showing a rise. 


males the age-adjusted death rate 


1-74 


last 


at ages was only 2 percent 


1956. 
the age-ad- 


higher year than in 


(These increases in 
justed rates are not comparable 
with the rise in unadjusted death 
rates for all ages combined cited 
above. ) 

Space limitations preclude show- 
ing the details for nonwhite policy- 


holders, be noted that 


but it may 
they experienced a greater increase 
in mortality than did the white. 
the age- 
adjusted mortality rate, ages 1-74, 
rose from 9.1 to 9.6 per 1,000, or 5 
percent, 1956 and 1957: 


females the cor- 


Among nonwhite males 


between 
among nonwhite 
responding increase was 4 percent 


from 6.8 to 7.1. 
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Major Causes of Death 

The 
eases showed a marked rise in mor- 
tality—from 328.6 per 100,000 in 
1956 to 348.7 in 1957—reflecting the 


vulnerability of people with these 


cardiovascular-renal dis- 


conditions to the acute respiratory 
infections which prevailed last au- 
tumn. Each of the major compo- 
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of 


increase. 


this chronic 


recorded 


of 


diseases 


nents group 


an 


as 


may be seen in the table on page 4. 


In recent years the cardiovascular- 


renal diseases have comprised 


somewhat over half the total mor- 
tality in this insurance experience. 
Deaths from diseases of the core- 
arteries alone for 


nary account 


TABLE 1—DEATH RATES FROM ALL CAUSES* BY SEX AND AGE 


White Industrial Policyholders,t Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 


1911-15 to 1957 





Death Rate Per 100,000 Policyholders 


Age 
Peried 


Years 


1956 1955 1954 


884.5| 850.6) 842.3) 852.1 
95.0 | 
52.8 
48.3 
114.2 
146.1 
161.4 
388.7 

1,097.9 

2,582.5 

5,281.9 


98.1 
449 
45.3 
104.7 
138.1 
160.2 
371.6 
1,011.1 
2,501.8 
5,137.9 


99.4 
49.2 
47.6 

107.8 
145.9 
162.2 
366.7 
1,039.0 
2,371.1 
5,153.1 


105.2 
53.6 
449 

103.1 

158.8 

157.5 

3787 

1,064.7 
2,468.4 
5,073.1 


174] 458.9} 450.9| 452.4) 464.8 
807 
31.1 
26.4 
43.4 
53.5 
77.4 
183.4 


4657 


1— 4 
s- 9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-44 180.9 | 
45-54...| 4747 
55-64. . .|1,245.1 
65-74 


80.9 
38.2 
29.8 
40.0 
53.3 
83.1 


71.9 
34.0 
28.6 
44.3 
55.5 
81.6 
186.8 
461.0 


78.3 
33.6 
29.0 
40.8 
50.5 
80.7 
192.1 
490.4 


1953 


8 


1 


1 
1 
1 
3 


1,095.7 |1,131.6 
2,534.9 |2,538.1 
5,279.3 |5,334.2 


Percent Change 
1857 Since 


1952 1951 1911-15 1956 1911-15 


White Males 


83.7 | 898.6 888.3 
13.0 
57.0 
54.6 
07.9 
60.8 
69.4 
96.9 


120.1 
56.1 
57.9 

113.0 

159.2 

183.8 

423.1 


112.4 
58.4 
57.4 

107.2 

148.2 

171.6 

421.6 

1,111.3 
2,923.7 
5,293.6 


White Females 


495.8 


457 


92.8 


2 
5 


1,195.7 |1,170.7 |1,214.4 |1,297.2 |1,308.5 
. 3,086.5 |3,079.7 |3,131.2 |3,186.3 3,359.5 3,444.5 3,462.7 |6,927.3 


508.5 | 516.6 |1,408.4 
87.2 
38.8 


33.5 


102.2 
41.6 
36.9 
50.3 
62.1 
94.1 

208.3 

547.8 


97.6 
39.2 
30.8 
46.9 
68.2 
99.9 


1,034.7 
335.9 
224.6 
373.7 
546.4 
702.1 
222.2 | 960.0 
569.7 |1,502.5 

1,335.0 |3,081.4 


55.5 


05.7 
26.6 





*Excluding war deaths (enemy action). 


tPersons insured under Industrial premium-paying policies for 1954 and prior years; beginning with 1955 there 
are included in addition persons with Ordinary Monthly Premium Policies for Less Than $1,000, and beginning with 
March 1956 persons with Debit Book Ordinary policies for $2,000 or less 

tDecth rates adjusted on basis of age distribution of total Industrial policyholders in 1957. 


YLess than 0.5 percent. 
Note: Data for 1956 and 1957 are provisional. 
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about one third of all the cardio- 
vascular-renal deaths and for nearly 
one sixth of the deaths from all 
causes combined. 

The mortality from cancer (ma- 
lignant neoplasms) rose from 128.7 
per 100,000 in 1956 to 136.2 in 1957. 
For cancer of the digestive system 
the increase was 6 percent and for 
respiratory cancer it was 9 percent. 
Malignancies, as a whole, now com- 
prise one fifth of the total mortal- 
ity. Thus, cancer and the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases together ac- 
count for nearly three out of every 
four deaths among the Industrial 
policyholders. 

Diabetes 


mortality, fluctuating 


within narrow limits in recent 
years, increased only fractionally 


last vear. 


Pneumonia and Influenza 


A 43 percent increase was re- 
corded in the death rate from pneu- 
monia and influenza combined be- 
tween 1956 and 1957, the rate rising 
from 14.0 to 20.0 per 100,000 policy- 
holders. The increase represented 
in large measure the high incidence 
of respiratory infection during the 
fourth quarter of last year, when 
the mortality rate from pneumonia 
and about 3 times 
that in the like period of 1956. The 
influenza outbreak last year was 
markedly different from the 1918- 
19 epidemic in at least two respects. 


influenza was 


Its case-fatality rate was relatively 
low--a fortunate circumstance in 
view of the estimate by the Public 


Health Service that approximately 
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20 million cases of Asian influenza 
occurred in the general population 
of the United States from Septem- 
ber through December of last year. 
Secondly, the mortality from pneu- 
retained its 


monia and influenza 


usual age distribution—the highest 
death rates being recorded at the 
the 


mortality 


whereas in 
the 


extremes of life 
1918-19 


showed a marked peak at the young 


epidemic 


adult ages. 
The rise in the pneumonia and 
last 
the 


long-term gains made against these 


influenza death rate year 


should not obscure marked 
diseases. The rate in 1957 was only 
about one fourth that prevailing 
two decades earlier and less than 


one sixth that regorded in 1911. 


Other Communicable Diseases 


Tuberculosis mortality, continu- 
ing its long-term decline in 1957, 
reached an all-time low of 6.7 per 
100,000 among the Company's In- 
dustrial policyholders. This repre- 
sents a reduction of three fourths in 
a decade and of 97 percent since 
1911, when the death rate from this 
cause was no less than 224.6 per 
100,000. 

One of the outstanding features 
of the year’s health record was the 
progress in the control oi 
poliomyelitis. In 1957 the death 
rate from this cause among the in- 
sured was only 0.1 per 100,000, com- 
pared with 0.3 the year before and 
with 1.5 in 1952. About 5,900 cases 


made 


of the disease were reported in the 
general population of the United 
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TABLE 2—DEATH RATES PER 100,000 POLICYHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
industrial Policyholders,* Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 1911 and 1950 to 1957 





Cause of Death 1957 1956 1955 1954 l 1951 1950 911; 


ALL CAUSES—Tota 
Excluding enemy action 


berculosis (all forms) 


Tuberculosis of respir 
atory system 
Communicable diseases 
of childhood 
Acute poliomyelitis 
Malignant neoplasms 
Diabetes mellitus 
Diseases of the cardio 
vascular-renal system 
ascular lesions, cen- 
tral nervous system 
seases of heort 
Chronic rheumatic 
heart disease 
Arterioscierotic and 
degenerative 
heart disease 
Hypertension with 
heart disease 
Other diseases of hea 
ypertension without 
mention of heart 
General arteriosclerosis 
Other diseases of circu 
latory system 
Nephritis and nephros 
Pneumonia 
Influenza 
Ulcers of stomach and 
duodenum 
Appendicitis 
Hernia and intestinal ob 
struction 
Gastritis, duodenitis, er 
teritis, etc 
Cirrhosis of live 
seases of the galiblad 
der and biliary ducts 
mplications of preg 


childbirth 


Homicide 


Accidents— total 


ational (civilian 


War decths—-enemy action 


All other causes 





*Persons insured under Industrial premium-paying policies for 1954 and prior years; beginning with 
1955 there are included in addition persons with Ordinary Monthly Premium Policies for Less Thar 
$1,000, and beginning with March 1956 persons with Debit Book Ordinary policies for $2,000 or less 

tNot available tAges 1 and over. §Not strictly comparable with the rates for 1950 to 1957 

Less than 0.05 per 100,000 

bThe recorded mortality from war deaths in 1954 resulted from the payment of claim 
holders originally reported as missing who subsequently were declared officially dead 

Note: Data for 1956 and 1957 are provisional 
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States during 1957, a reduction of 
more than 60 percent from the 15,- 
400 cases reported in the preceding 
year, and of about 90 percent from 
the nearly 58,000 cases reported in 
1952. The low incidence of polio- 
last 


tributed in large part to the wide 


myelitis year has been at- 
use of the Salk vaccine. 

Another favorable development 
last year was a record low death 
rate from the principal communi- 
cable diseases of childhood—mea- 
sles, scarlet fever, whooping cough, 
and diphtheria. The rate for the 
four diseases together was only 0.1 
per 100,000 policyholders. In 1911 
the death 


alone was 27.3 per 100,000. 


rate from diphtheria 


Maternal Mortality 


Although the number of births in 
the the 


United States rose to a new high in 


general population of 
1957, the mortality from the com- 
plications of pregnancy and child- 
birth among the Industrial policy- 
holders remained at the record low 
of 0.9 100,000 established in 


1956. This is only half the rate for 


per 


1950 and less than a third that re- 


corded a decade ago. 


External Causes of Death 


A slight reduction occurred last 


year in the mortality from acci- 
dents (all forms), the rate decreas- 
ing to 34.9 per 100,000 from 35.6 in 
1956. As the data in Table 2 show, 
motor and 


vehicle occupational 


(civilian) accidents recorded frac- 


tional decreases in mortality, while 
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the death rate from home accidents 
remained unchanged. 

Suicide and homicide rates in 
1957 were only slightly above the 
all-time low rates established 
among the Company's Industrial 
policyholders in 1956. For suicide 
the rise was from 5.6 to 5.7 per 100,- 


000; for homicide, from 2.4 to 2.9. 


Expectation of Life 


After increasing without inter- 
ruption for 13 successive years, the 
average length of life (expectation 
of life at birth) of the Company’s 
Industrial policyholders decreased 
slightly in 1957 from the all-time 
high of 70.2 years established the 
year before. According to provi- 
sional mortality data for 1957, the 
life 69.9 


years, or 0.3 years below that for 


average length of was 
1956. However, last year’s figure ex- 
ceeded by about 31% years that of 
231 » 


a decade ago and by years 
the figure for 1909. The long-term 
improvement in longevity has been 
more rapid for the Industrial pol- 
the 
population of the United States. In 


1909 the expectation of life at birth 


icyholders than for general 


among these insured was about six 
years less than that for the popula- 
tion as a whole; at present the two 
are on a par. 


Mortality in Canada 


The foregoing report relates to 


the mortality experience among the 


Company’s Industrial policyholders 
in the United States and Canada, 


who constitute a large cross-section 
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of wage-earners and their families 
in the two countries. The Canadian 
experience merits separate notice, 
however, because the influenza out- 
break apparently had much less ef- 
fect there than it had in the United 
States. Among these insured in 


Canada, the death rate increased 
only from 4.5 per 1,000 in 1956 to 
1.6 in 1957.* Similarly, the rise in 
mortality from the cardiovascular- 
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renal diseases was quite moderate 
—from 204.1 to 211.7 per 100,000, 
or less than 4 percent. Even though 
the death rate from pneumonia and 
influenza increased about 15 per- 
cent—from 15.3 to 17.6 per 100,000 
between 1956 and 1957—the rise 
was relatively only one third as 
great as it was among the Com- 
pany’s Industrial policyholders re- 
siding in the United States. 


*Because the policyholders in the two countries differ in age composition and other characteris 
tics, the levels of the death rate for the two are not directly comparable 


Marriage Trends by Occupational Class 


rPNHE proportion of the working 
T csntiodion in the United States 
that is or had been married is 
considerably higher now than it 
was in 1940. This reflects in large 
measure the favorable economic 
conditions which have been pre- 
vailing since World War II. Thus, 
among employed men at ages 25-34, 
who have benefited greatly from 
the improved opportunities for eco- 
nomic advancement, the proportion 
ever married rose from 74 percent 
in 1940 to 84 percent in 1957. In- 
creases of smaller magnitude oc- 
curred at ages 35 and over; the de- 
tails are given in the table on 
page 7. 

Each major occupational group, 
with the notable exception of far- 
mers, has shared in the upswing in 
marriages among men. In general, 
the increases have been greatesi in 
occupations which formerly had 
the lowest marriage rates. Thus, 


among men at ages 25-34 employed 
as farm laborers and foremen, the 
proportion ever married rose from 
little more than half to two thirds 
between 1940 and 1957. However. 
for farmers and farm managers in 
this age group the proportion re- 
mained unchanged at 84 percent. 
As a consequence of these trends. 
the difference between the occupa- 
tions with the highest and the low- 
est proportion has diminished. 

Currently, at ages 25-34 the cate- 
gory comprising managers, officials. 
and proprietors has the highest 
proportion ever married—nearly 
90 percent. The proportions are 
only little less for the next three 
categories -—— craftsmen, salesmen, 
and operatives; farmers and farm 
managers are now fifth in the list 
at these ages, whereas they were 
first in 1940. 

Despite the marked gains for men 
employed as farm laborers, their 
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marriage rate is still lower than 


that for any other occupation 
group. Even at ages 45 and over, 
only four fifths have ever been mar- 
ried. This relatively low proportion 


reflects the special conditions as- 
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sociated with this occupation—such 
as its seasonal nature and shifting 
location—which tend to deter mar- 
riage and to attract men without 
family responsibilities. Also, young 
farm laborers who marry tend to 


PERCENT OF EMPLOYED CIVILIAN POPULATION WHO HAD EVER MARRIED 
By Major Occupation Group, Sex, and Age. United Stotes, 1957 and 1940 





Major Occupation Groep 


All Classes 


Professional, technical, and kindred 
Farmers and farm managers. 
Managers, officials, proprietors 
Clerical and kindred 

Sales workers. 


Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred 


Operatives and kindred 
Service workers 
Farm laborers and foremen 


Laborers, except farm and mine 


All Classes 


Professional, technical, and kindred 
Formers and farm managers 
Managers, officials, proprietors 
Clerical and kindred. 

Scles workers 

Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred 
Operatives and kindred 

Service workers 

Farm laborers and foremen 


Laborers, except farm and mine 


March 1957* April 1948+ 


5-4 


78.6 87.5 86.6 54.4 70.8 
63.1 
100.0 
847 
7446 
83.9 
76.1 
86.0 
85.3 
90.4 


89.7 


76.8 
89.5 
92.3 
82.1 
949 
83.1 
87.1 
94.3 
94.9 
83.8 


72.4 
97.2 
90.1 
80.5 
93.2 
89.5 
89.5 
90.9 
96.1 
83.3 


33.4 
77.4 
69.2 
43.7 
58.2 
61.2 
66.9 
627 
73.2 
65.9 


44.5 
87.0 
82.1 
547 
80.0 
774 
82.8 
80.5 
87.8 
84.2 








Includes about 809,000 members of the Armed Forces living off post or with their families on post. 


{Excludes persons on public emergency work 


Source of basic data: 1940 Census, and unpublished statistics for 1957 supplied by the Bureau of the Census 
The figures for 1957 are based on sample data ond hence ore subject to sampling variability. 
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seek other employment. 

Men in clerical jobs and in the 
professions likewise have rela- 
tively low marriage rates, particu- 
larly at the younger ages. Many 
white - collar workers apparently 
postpone marriage until they have 
established themselves in their ca- 
reers. Professional people and tech- 
nical workers generally require a 
rather long period of training, dur- 
ing which time they tend to remain 
single. After this period, however, 
their marriage rate appears to be 
relatively high, since in later life 
the proportion ever married for 
professional and technical workers 
is not appreciably below that for 
employed men as a whole. 

Women 


increase than men in the propor- 


have shown a greater 
tion ever married among the work- 


ing population. With the expansion 
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of the country’s labor force, mar- 
ried women have had excellent em- 
the 
same time, the number of single 


ployment opportunities; at 
women in the population has de- 
creased. At ages 25-34 the propor- 
tion ever married among employed 
women climbed from about 54 per- 
cent in 1940 to nearly 79 percent in 
1957, as may be seen in the lower 
tier of the table. Seven out of every 
eight employed women at ages 35 
and over are or had been married. 

Among the women employed in 
1957, the ranking of the occupa- 
tional classes with respect to the 
proportion married is not very dif- 
that of 1940. 


though the increase in the marriage 


ferent from Even 
rate has been most pronounced for 
clerical and professional women, 
they are still last with respect to 


the proportion ever married. 


President Eisenhower Urges Safety Program 


|e of the heavy toll of 
i life and limb that accidents 
take in our country year after year, 
asked 

“Safety” 
1958. The 


Scouts accepted this challenging 


President Eisenhower has 
the Boy Scouts to adopt 


as their Good Turn of 


task and will concentrate their ef- 
forts in successive seasons on three 
the 
traffic safety in the spring, outdoor 


major aspects of problem: 
safety in the summer, and home 
safety in the autumn. 

That 
fertile 


accident prevention is a 


field for life 


conservation 


is abundantly clear. In recent years, 
accidents of one kind or another 
have taken an annual toll of about 
95,000 lives in the United States, 
equivalent to a death rate of 57 per 
100,000 population the 


highest in the world. The accident 


one of 


problem is particularly serious 
among males. More than twice as 
many males as females die from ac- 
cidental injuries, the death rates in 
1954-55 being 79.1 and 34.2 per 
100.000, respectively. As the table 
on page 9 shows, males record a 


considerably higher accident mor- 
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MORTALITY FROM LEADING TYPES OF ACCIDENTS IN SPECIFIED AGE GROUPS 
By Sex. United States, 1954-55 





Age, in Years 
Type of Accident 


Motor vehicle 


Drowning * 
Fire and exp 
Firearm 


1-4 
Toto 
Motor vehicie 
re and exp 
drowning * 
soning by 
quids 
Falls 


5-14 
Tota 

Motor vehicle 
Drowning * 
Firearm 

Fire and explosion 
Falls 


15-18 
ted 


Motor vehicle 
Drowning * 

Firearm 
Water tr 


Machinery 


20-24 
Total 
Motor vehicle 
Aircraft 
Drowning * 
Firearm 
Woter tr 


75-44 

Total 
Motor vehicle 
Falls 
Drowning * 
Aircraft 


Fire and exp 


45-64 

Total 
Motor vehicle 
Falls 
Fire and explosion 
Machinery 
Drowning * 


65 and over 

Total 
Fails 
Motor vehicle 
Fire and explosion 
Drowning * 
Machinery 


Average of 
Anauai Death 
Rates per 100,000 


Percent of 
Total at 
Each Age 





FEMALES 


Percent of 
Total at 
Each Age 


Average of 
Annual Death 
Rates per 100,000 


Age, in Years 
Type of Accident 


All Ages 

Toto 
Falls 
Motor vehicle 
Fire and exp 
Drowning* 
Inhalation 

of food 


Fire an 
Poisoning 
quids 
Drowning * 


65 and over 

ta 

Falls 

Motor vehicle 

Fire and explosion 

Burns and scalds by hot 
substances 

Poisonous gas 





*Excluding deaths in water transportation 

Note: Data are not shown seporately for children under 1 year of age, inasmuch as a large proportion of the 
accidental deaths aot this age are reported as due to mechanical suffocation. Many of the deaths so reported, 
however, are probably caused by unrecognized respiratory infection. 

Source: Various reports of National Office of Vital Statistics 
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tality rate than females at every 
age period; the difference is great- 
est at ages 20-24, where the rates 
for the two sexes were 117.0 and 
18.2 per 100,000, respectively, a 
ratio of about 614 to 1. 

There are excellent reasons for 
giving the prevention of motor ve- 
hicle accidents a prominent place 
in the Scout safety program. Such 
accidents account for well over 38,- 
000 deaths a year in the United 
States, or for about two fifths of all 
fatal injuries. Among males, motor 
vehicle accidents are responsible 
for three out of every five acci- 
dental deaths at ages 15-19 and for 
no less than two out of every three 
at ages 20-24. The proportions are 
even higher among females, al- 
though their actual death toll is 
much below that for males. In each 
sex, the occupants of cars—drivers 
and passengers—account for a far 
greater number of victims than do 
pedestrians. Even so, pedestrian 
deaths total about 8,000 a year, a 
relatively high proportion of them 
occurring among young children 
and older people. 

Motor vehicles, in addition, are 
involved in a large majority of the 
approximately 600 deaths a year 
sustained by cyclists. About three 
fifths of all fatal bicycle accidents 
are among boys under age 15. 

Falls rank second only to motor 
vehicle mishaps as a cause of acci- 
dental death at all ages combined, 
the heaviest toll being exacted at 
the older ages. Of the 20,000 deaths 
a year from accidental falls, about 
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three fourths occur at ages 65 and 
over. Most often, fatal falls among 
the aged take place in and about 
the home; physical impairments of 
the individual, poor housekeeping, 
and inadequate lighting are con- 
tributing factors in many cases. 

Far too many people who partici- 
pate in water sports lack the skills 
required or an understanding of the 
hazards involved. About 2,000 of 
the 5,000 accidental drownings an- 
nually occur among persons swim- 
ming or playing in the water; most 
of the others result from persons 
falling into the water from docks, 
bridges and the shore, and from 
drownings occurring in and about 
the home. Boys are frequently the 
victims; among them drownings ac- 
count for one sixth of all fatal acci- 
dents at ages 1-4 and for one fourth 
at ages 5-14 years. The figures cited 
earlier in the paragraph do not in- 
clude 1,200 drownings a year asso- 
ciated with the use of small boats. 
mostly for recreation. 

The loss of life from 


fires and 


explosions, which reaches its peak 


during the cold weather months, is 
as large as the combined total of 
drownings. More than four fifths of 
these fatalities result from fires and 
explosions in and about the home. 
The young and the old have the 
highest mortality from this cause, 
in part because they find it difficult 
to escape from burning buildings. 
Other types of accidents which take 
an appreciable death toll in ow 
country involve firearms, aircraft, 
poisons, and machinery. 
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MORTALITY FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
Industrial Policyholders, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
December 1957 





Annual Rate per 100,000 Policyhelders * 
Cause of Death December Year 


1957 1956 1957 1956 


All Causes ‘ 588.0 | 657.1 | 617.0 


Tuberculosis (all forms) : 5.8 67 7.1 
Communicable diseases of childhood J » mn 
Acute poliomyelitis l 3 
Malignant neoplasms 1357 | 124.6 | 136.2 
Digestive system 44.9 41.0 46.9 
Respiratory system 20.2 18.5 19.0 
Diabetes mellitus 16.1 12.7 15.2 
Diseases of the cardiovasculor-renal system 377.4 308.5 | 3487 
Vascular lesions, central nervous system 73.2 59.2 66.6 
Diseases of heart 275.5 | 227.8 | 256.2 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease 12.5 8.5 11.6 
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart disease 216.3 180.3 | 200.5 
Diseases of coronary arteries 121.0 103.6 | 113.8 
Hypertension with heart disease 35.1 30.4 33.6 
Other diseases of heart 117 8.5 10.5 8.3 
Nephritis and nephrosis 8.5 6.4 8.2 8.3 
Pneumonia and influenza 32.5 13.8 20.0 14.1 
Complications of pregnancy, childbirth 7 1.0 9 d 1.0 
Suicide 5.4 5.4 57 . 6.1 
Homicide 2.8 2.5 2.9 ‘ 2.5 
Accidents—total 35.8 35.0 34.9 35.1 
Motor vehicle 17.6 16.8 15.3 15.3 
All other causes. 88.8 78.6 85.7 787 82.2 





*The death rates prior to March 1956 relate to persons insured under Industrial premium-paying policies and 
persons with Ordinary Monthly Premium Policies for Less Than $1,000; beginning with March 1956, included also 
are persons with Debit Book Ordinary policies for $2,000 or less 

Note: The death rates for 1956 and 1957 cre provisional 


Correspondence relating to the BULLETIN may be addressed to: 


The Editor 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
] Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.. ~~ 


Please notify us promptly of 


any change of mailing address. 
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